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(57) ABSTRACT

A vacuum port assembly is provided for a press system
including a die assembly and a transfer assembly. The
transfer assembly includes a conveyor belt, a vacuum mani-
fold coupled to the die assembly, and an airflow generator.
The conveyor belt includes a plurality of holes for receiving
and moving shells in a plane with respect to the die assem-
bly. The vacuum port assembly includes at least one port
member including inlet and outlet ends. The inlet end has a
mounting portion for removably coupling the port member
to the vacuum manifold. The outlet end is in fluid commu-
nication with the airflow generator, thereby establishing
fluid communication between the airflow generator and the
vacuum manifold. The inlet end extends outwardly from the
vacuum manifold generally perpendicular with respect to the
plane of the conveyor belt.
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1
PRESS SYSTEM AND VACUUM PORT
ASSEMBLY THEREFOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/817,488, filed Apr. 30, 2013,
entitted “PRESS SYSTEM AND VACUUM PORT
ASSEMBLY THEREFOR,” which is hereby incorporated
by reference as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND

Field

The disclosed concept pertains generally to press systems
and, in particular, to press systems such as, for example,
conversion presses. The disclosed concept also pertains to
vacuum port assemblies for press systems.

Background Information

Press systems, such as for example, conversion presses,
are used in the can-making industry to form (e.g., convert
and finish) partially formed ends or shells into fully finished
can ends or lids such as, for example, easy open ends (EOEs)
for food or beer/beverage containers.

Typically, the shells enter the press on a conveyor belt
where they are progressively formed by a number of die
assemblies. It is necessary to establish and maintain the
desired position of the shells throughout the loading and
metal forming processes in the press system, in order to
properly form the EOEs. Some press systems employ
vacuum pressure to hold and maintain the shells during these
processes, wherein the vacuum pressure is typically pro-
vided using a plurality of airflow generators (e.g., regenera-
tive blowers), and a network of conduits and/or ducting that
is connected to a vacuum manifold on each die assembly via
a number of vacuum ports on the side of the vacuum
manifold, the ends of the vacuum manifold, and/or from
beneath the die assembly.

There are a variety of disadvantages with all of these
known vacuum port configurations. Among other problems,
porting from beneath the die assembly requires machining of
the lower die shoe to form an integral duct through the die
shoe, and presents access problems during maintenance
cycles. This configuration is also susceptible to gravity-
related issues, such as airflow restriction or blockage due to
the accumulation of debris at or about the port or integral die
shoe duct. Porting through the sides of the vacuum manifold
also poses maintenance problems, and airflow restrictions
due to size limitations. That is, the port size (e.g., diameter)
is restricted by the height or available space on the side of
the vacuum manifold. This height limitation necessitates use
of either smaller diameter ports, or ports having a transi-
tioned structure (e.g., smaller inlet tapering to a larger
outlet). This can restrict airflow and negatively impact the
differential pressure capability of the airflow generator.

FIG. 1 shows an example die assembly 2 including a
lower die shoe 4, and a vacuum manifold 6 mounted on the
lower die shoe 4. The die assembly 2 includes three vacuum
ports 8,10,12. A first vacuum port 8 extends outwardly from
the lower die shoe 4 and is in fluid communication with a
conduit or channel 14 (FIG. 2) that is machined through the
lower die shoe 4 creating an integral passageway to the
underside of the vacuum manifold 6, as shown in FIG. 2.
The other two vacuum ports 10,12 are both substantially
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2

identical and extend outwardly from the side of the vacuum
manifold 6 at opposite ends of the vacuum manifold 6, as
shown in FIG. 1.

As shown in the section view of FIG. 2, the inner diameter
16 of the lower vacuum port 8 is generally the same as the
diameter 18 of the integral conduit 14. That is, the diameters
16,18 are generally restricted by the space available for
machining the integral conduit 14 in the lower die shoe 4.
Additionally, the integral conduit 14 is disposed internal to
the die shoe 4 and at a low point making it susceptible to the
aforementioned access and gravity-related airflow problems.

FIG. 3 shows a section view of vacuum port 12, which is
substantially similar to vacuum port 10 (FIG. 1). As shown,
the diameter 20 of the inlet end 22 is restricted in size by the
height 24 of the vacuum manifold 6. Thus, it is necessary to
provide the vacuum port 12 with the tapered configuration
shown, wherein the outlet end 26 tapers to the smaller inlet
end 22, in order to fit within the restricted available space on
the side of the vacuum manifold 6.

There is, therefore, room for improvement in press sys-
tems and in vacuum port assemblies therefor.

SUMMARY

These needs and others are met by the disclosed concept,
which is directed to a vacuum port assembly for a press
system, which among other benefits removably couples a
number of improved vacuum port members to a vacuum
manifold and enhances functionality and performance.

In accordance with one aspect of the disclosed concept, a
vacuum port assembly is provided for a press system. The
press system includes a die assembly and a transfer assem-
bly. The transfer assembly includes a conveyor belt, a
vacuum manifold coupled to the die assembly, and an
airflow generator. The conveyor belt includes a plurality of
holes and is structured to receive and move a plurality of
shells in a plane with respect to the die assembly. The
vacuum port assembly comprises: at least one port member
including an inlet end and an outlet end, the inlet end having
a mounting portion, the mounting portion being structured to
removably couple the at least one port member to the
vacuum manifold, the outlet end structured to be in fluid
communication with the airflow generator, in order that the
at least one port member establishes fluid communication
between the airflow generator and the vacuum manifold. The
inlet end is structured to extend outwardly from the vacuum
manifold generally perpendicular with respect to the plane
of the conveyor belt.

As another aspect of the disclosed concept, a press system
comprises: a die assembly; a transfer assembly comprising
a conveyor belt, a vacuum manifold coupled to the die
assembly, an airflow generator, the conveyor belt including
a plurality of holes and being structured to receive and move
a plurality of shells in a plane with respect to the die
assembly; and a vacuum port assembly. The vacuum port
assembly comprises at least one port member including an
inlet end and an outlet end, the inlet end having a mounting
portion, the mounting portion removably coupling the at
least one port member to the vacuum manifold, the outlet
end being in fluid communication with the airflow generator,
in order that the at least one port member establishes fluid
communication between the airflow generator and the
vacuum manifold. The inlet end extends outwardly from the
vacuum manifold generally perpendicular with respect to the
plane of the conveyor belt.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A full understanding of the disclosed concept can be
gained from the following description of the preferred
embodiments when read in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a prior art die assembly and
vacuum ports therefor;

FIG. 2 is a section view taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a section view taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of a portion of a die assembly
and a vacuum port assembly therefor, in accordance with an
embodiment of the disclosed concept;

FIG. 5 is a section view taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of a portion of a die assembly
and vacuum port assembly therefor, in accordance with
another aspect of the disclosed concept;

FIG. 7A is a section view of a port member, in accordance
with another embodiment of the disclosed concept;

FIG. 7B is an isometric view of the port member of FIG.
TA,

FIG. 8A is a section view of a port member, in accordance
with a further embodiment of the disclosed concept;

FIG. 8B is an isometric view of the port member of FIG.
8A;

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of a portion of a transfer
assembly for a press system, showing the portion of the die
assembly and vacuum port assembly therefor of FIG. 6;

FIG. 9A is a section view taken along line 9A-9A of FIG.
9; and

FIG. 10 is a top plan view of a portion of a press system
showing the die assemblies and vacuum port assemblies
therefor of FIGS. 4 and 6.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

It will be appreciated that the specific elements illustrated
in the figures herein and described in the following speci-
fication are simply exemplary embodiments of the disclosed
concept, which are provided as non-limiting examples solely
for the purpose of illustration. Therefore, specific dimen-
sions, orientations and other physical characteristics related
to the embodiments disclosed herein are not to be considered
limiting on the scope of the disclosed concept.

Directional phrases used herein, such as, for example, left,
right, upward, downward, top, bottom, upper, lower and
derivatives thereof, relate to the orientation of the elements
shown in the drawings and are not limiting upon the claims
unless expressly recited therein.

As employed herein, the term “can” refers to any known
or suitable container, which is structured to contain a sub-
stance (e.g., without limitation, liquid; food; any other
suitable substance), and expressly includes, but is not lim-
ited to, beverage cans, such as beer and soda cans, as well
as food cans.

As employed herein, the term “can end” refers to the lid
or closure that is structured to be coupled to a can, in order
to seal the can.

As employed herein, the term “can end shell” is used
substantially interchangeably with the term “can end.” The
“can end shell” or simply the “shell” is the member that is
acted upon and is converted by the disclosed tooling (e.g. die
assemblies) to provide the desired can end.

As employed herein, the terms “tooling,” “tooling assem-
bly” and “tool assembly” are used substantially interchange-
ably to refer to any known or suitable tool(s) or
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4

component(s) used to form (e.g., without limitation, stretch)
shells in accordance with the disclosed concept.

As employed herein, the term “fastening mechanism”
refers to any suitable connecting or tightening mechanism
expressly including, but not limited to, rivets, pins, rods,
clamps and clamping mechanisms, screws, bolts (e.g., with-
out limitation, carriage bolts) and the combinations of bolts
and nuts (e.g., without limitation, lock nuts and wing nuts)
and bolts, washers and nuts.

As employed herein, the statement that two or more parts
are “coupled” together shall mean that the parts are joined
together either directly or joined through one or more
intermediate parts.

As employed herein, the term “number” shall mean one or
an integer greater than one (i.e., a plurality).

FIG. 4 shows a vacuum port assembly 202 for a press
system such as, for example and without limitation, a
conversion press 100 (partially shown in FIGS. 9 and 10). In
the example of FIG. 4, the vacuum port assembly 202 is
shown as employed with a die assembly 200, in accordance
with a non-limiting embodiment of the disclosed concept.
Also shown, is a vacuum manifold 206 coupled to a lower
die shoe 204.

The vacuum port assembly 202 of FIG. 4 includes two
port members 208,210 that are removably coupled to the
vacuum manifold 206. It will be appreciated that the port
members 208,210 can be made of any known or suitable
material sufficient to withstand operating conditions (e.g.,
without limitation, steel or aluminum). Additionally, it is
within the scope of the disclosed concept for the vacuum
port assembly 202 to include any suitable number of port
members 208,210 in a wide variety of different configura-
tions (not shown). It will also be appreciated that when more
than one port member 208,210 is employed, the port mem-
bers 208,210 may be substantially identical or they may be
different. As will be discussed below, among other benefits,
vacuum pressure levels can be improved and maintenance
time can be reduced by employing such removable vacuum
port members 208,210.

Accordingly, it will be appreciated that, among other
benefits, the disclosed vacuum port assembly 202 (see also
vacuum port assembly 302 of FIGS. 6, 9 and 10) reduces
volumetric flow restrictions, improves vacuum pressure
levels, and increases holding forces on the shells (see, for
example, shells 104 shown in FIG. 9 and in cross-section in
FIG. 9A; see also shells 104, shown in phantom line drawing
in FIG. 10).

FIG. 5 is a section view of the example, non-limiting port
member 210, which includes an inlet end 216 and an outlet
end 218. The outlet end 218 is structured to be coupled to a
suitable conduit 600 (partially shown in phantom line draw-
ing), such as, for example and without limitation, a hose.
The conduit 600 is, in turn, coupled to an airflow generator
108,110 (shown in simplified form in FIG. 10) such that in
operation, the port member 210 establishes fluid communi-
cation between the airflow generator 108,110 (FIG. 10) and
the vacuum manifold 206.

The inlet end 216 of the port member 210 has a first
longitudinal axis 220 and the outlet end 218 has a second
longitudinal axis 222 that forms an angle 224 with respect to
the first longitudinal axis 220. The first longitudinal axis 220
may be generally perpendicular to the second longitudinal
axis 222, although it will be appreciated that the specific
dimension of the angle 224 is not meant to be a limiting
aspect of the disclosed concept. In addition, a conveyor belt
(see, for example, conveyor belts 232,332 in FIG. 10) is
structured to encircle the die assembly 200 (FIGS. 4 and 10)
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and the inlet end 216 of the port member 210 is structured
to extend outwardly from the vacuum manifold 206 gener-
ally perpendicular with respect to a plane (see, for example,
plane 350 in FIGS. 9 and 10) of the conveyor belt 232,332
(FIG. 10). As a result, the size or height 226 of the vacuum
manifold 206 is no longer a restriction on the size (e.g.,
diameter) of the inlet end 216 of the port member 210.
Therefore, a larger conduit (partially shown in phantom line
drawing in FIG. 5) from the airflow generator 108,110 (FIG.
10) can advantageously be coupled to the port member 210.

In other words, in the example of FIG. 5, the vacuum
manifold 206 has a height 226, and the inlet end 216 has a
diameter 228 that is substantially equal to the height 226 of
the vacuum manifold 206. It is also within the scope of the
disclosed concept, however, for the diameter 228 of the inlet
end 216 to be even larger than the height 226 of the vacuum
manifold 206. The outlet end 218 in the non-limiting
embodiment shown and described has a diameter 230 that is
substantially the same as the diameter 228 of the inlet end
216. However, it is within the scope of the disclosed concept
for the diameter 230 of the outlet end 218 to be different
(e.g., larger) than the diameter 228 of the inlet end 216. In
one non-limiting embodiment, the diameter 228 of the inlet
end 216 and the diameter 230 of the outlet end 218 are,
preferably between 0.5 and 2.5 inches, and more preferably
between 1 inch and 2 inches. In the non-limiting example of
FIG. 5, both diameters 228,230 are about 1.4 inches.

FIG. 6 shows another die assembly 300 and vacuum port
assembly 302 for the press system 100 (FIG. 10), in accor-
dance with the disclosed concept. Similar to die assembly
200 discussed above, a vacuum manifold 306 is coupled to
a die shoe 304. The vacuum port assembly 302 includes
three port members 308,310,312. However, it is within the
scope of the disclosed concept for the vacuum port assembly
302 to include any suitable alternative number and/or con-
figuration (not shown) of port members (e.g., 308,310,312).

For ease of illustration and economy of disclosure, only
one of the port members 308,310,312 will be discussed in
greater detail. Specifically, as seen in the exploded portion of
FIG. 6, the port member 308 includes an inlet end 320 and
an outlet end 322. The inlet end 320 has a mounting portion
324 that removably couples the port member 308 to the
vacuum manifold 306. The port member 308 may be
coupled by any known or suitable mechanism in the art. This
is also true of all port members 208,210,308,310,312,400,
500 in accordance with the disclosed concept. For example,
and without limitation, the mounting portion 324 in FIG. 6
includes a flange 326 and a fastening mechanism 328. The
fastening mechanism 328 removably couples (e.g., fastens)
the flange 326 to the vacuum manifold 306. The fastening
mechanism 328 in FIG. 6 is a number of bolts 330 (two are
shown) for bolting the flange 326 to the vacuum manifold
306. In this manner, the port member 308 can be quickly and
easily removed by unfastening (e.g., loosening) the fasten-
ing mechanism 328, and then cleaned and coupled back to
the vacuum manifold 306, or, replaced altogether. For
example, during operation, debris from the press system 100
(FIGS. 9 and 10), such as aluminum fines, lubrication,
and/or coatings, can become trapped in the port members
308,310,312. Rather than completely disassembling the die
assembly 300, vacuum manifold 306, and related compo-
nents (not shown), the port members 308,310,312 can be
quickly and easily removed and cleaned, or replaced with
another port member of the same or a different type and/or
configuration (not shown). This results in a significant
reduction in down time and a substantial cost savings.
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FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate an alternative, non-limiting
embodiment of the disclosed concept. As seen, the example
port member 400 has an inlet end 402 and an outlet end 404.
The inlet end 402 has a diameter 406 that in one non-limiting
embodiment is preferably about 1.6 inches and the outlet end
404 has a diameter 408 that in one non-limiting embodiment
is preferably about 1.9 inches. However, it is within the
scope of the disclosed concept for the inlet end 402 and the
outlet end 404 to have any known or suitable alternative
diameters.

FIGS. 8A and 8B represent an alternative port member
500, in accordance with another non-limiting embodiment
of'the disclosed concept. The example port member 500 has
a flange 502 and an outlet end 504 that is built directly into
the flange 502. This results in an additional reduction in
volumetric air flow restriction between the airflow generator
108,110 (shown in simplified form in FIG. 10) and vacuum
manifold 506, which in turn leads to improved vacuum
pressure levels and improved holding forces. There is an
opening 508 in the vacuum manifold 506 through which air
travels. The opening 508 has a diameter 510 that in one
non-limiting embodiment is preferably about 1.75 inches,
but may be any known or suitable alternative size, without
departing from the scope of the disclosed concept. The outlet
end 504 has a diameter 512 that in one non-limiting embodi-
ment is preferably about 1.9 inches, but may likewise have
any known or suitable alternative size.

FIG. 9 shows an endless conveyor belt 332 that is
structured to encircle the die assembly 300, between a pair
of drums 334,336. Shells 104 (two shells 104 are shown in
FIG. 9; see also shell 104 in FIG. 9A, and shells 104 shown
in phantom line drawing in FIG. 10) are disposed in regu-
larly spaced holes 338 in the conveyor belt 332 and carried
by the conveyor belt 332 to tooling stations 340 within the
press system 100 (partially shown), where the die assembly
300 (partially shown) progressively forms (e.g., converts)
the shells 104.

FIG. 10 shows a larger portion of the aforementioned
press system 100, including the vacuum port assembly 202
and die assembly 200, and vacuum port assembly 302 and
die assembly 300. In the example of FIG. 10, the system 100
includes a transfer assembly 102 having two conveyor belts
232,332 with holes 238,338 that receive and move shells
104 (shown in phantom line drawing) in a plane 350 with
respect to the die assemblies 200,300 to be formed thereby,
as previously discussed. The transfer assembly 102 also
includes airflow generators 108,110 (shown in simplified
form) that are coupled, in fluid communication (schemati-
cally shown in FIG. 10), to respective port members 208,
210,308,310,312 by conduits 112,114 (shown in simplified
form; see also conduit 600, partially shown in phantom line
drawing in FIG. 5). In the example shown and described
herein, the press system 100 is a four-out conversion press
100, although it will be appreciated that the disclosed
concept could be employed with any known or suitable
alternative type and/or configuration of press system (e.g.,
without limitation, shell press; conversion press other than
the four-out system 100, shown) (not shown), without
departing from the scope of the disclosed concept.

The die assemblies 200,300 of the press system 100
comprise a pair of dies 205,305 (partially shown for ease of
illustration) that include a plurality of tooling stations 240,
340 (partially shown for ease of illustration) and a plurality
of port members 208,210,308,310,312. Additionally, the
vacuum port assemblies 202,302 of the example press
system 100 are coupled by conduits 112,114 to the airflow
generators, which in the example shown and described are
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regenerative blowers 108,110, to create the desired vacuum
pressure within the vacuum manifolds 206,306. As previ-
ously discussed, the vacuum pressure maintains the shells
104 in the desired predetermined position with respect to the
conveyor belts 232,332, as the shells 104 are moved through
the tooling stations 240,340, which progressively form (e.g.
convert) the shells 104 into completed can ends (not shown).

Accordingly, the disclosed concept provides an improved
vacuum port assembly 202,302 for a press system 100,
which among other benefits, is quickly and easily remov-
able, for example, for case of maintenance, and operating
adjustments, and also enables larger diameter port members
to be employed for enhanced performance.

The foregoing description of the invention has been
presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise form disclosed, and other modifications and varia-
tions may be possible in light of the above teachings. The
embodiment was chosen and described in order to best
explain the principles of the invention and its practical
application to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the invention in various embodiments and various
modifications as are suited to the particular use contem-
plated. It is intended that the appended claims be construed
to include other alternative embodiments of the invention
except insofar as limited by the prior art.

What is claimed is:
1. A vacuum port assembly for a press system, the press
system comprising a die assembly and a transfer assembly,
the transfer assembly comprising a conveyor belt, a vacuum
manifold coupled to the die assembly, and an airflow gen-
erator, the conveyor belt including a plurality of holes and
being structured to receive and move a plurality of shells in
a plane with respect to the die assembly, the vacuum port
assembly comprising:
at least one port member including an inlet end and an
outlet end, the inlet end having a mounting portion, the
mounting portion being structured to removably couple
the at least one port member to the vacuum manifold,
the outlet end structured to be in fluid communication
with the airflow generator, in order that the at least one
port member establishes fluid communication between
the airflow generator and the vacuum manifold,

wherein the inlet end is structured to extend outwardly
from the vacuum manifold generally perpendicular
with respect to the plane of the conveyor belt; wherein
the mounting portion includes a flange and a fastening
mechanism; and wherein the fastening mechanism is
structured to removably couple the flange to the
vacuum manifold.

2. The vacuum port assembly of claim 1 herein the
fastening mechanism is a number of bolts; and wherein the
flange is bolted to the vacuum manifold.

3. The vacuum port assembly of claim 1 wherein the inlet
end has a first longitudinal axis; wherein the outlet end has

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

8

a second longitudinal axis; and wherein the first longitudinal
axis is generally perpendicular to the second longitudinal
axis.
4. The vacuum port assembly of claim 3 wherein the
flange comprises a fastening planar portion disposed per-
pendicular to second longitudinal axis.
5. The vacuum port assembly of claim 4 wherein the
flange further comprises a base planar portion extending
from and being disposed perpendicular to the fastening
planar portion.
6. The vacuum port assembly of claim 5 wherein the inlet
end extends through the base planar portion.
7. The vacuum port assembly of claim 5 wherein the
fastening planar portion and the base planar portion partially
extend into the outlet end.
8. The vacuum port assembly of claim 1 wherein the at
least one port member comprises at least two port members.
9. The vacuum port assembly of claim 8 wherein all of the
port members are substantially identical.
10. A vacuum port assembly for a press system, the press
system comprising a die assembly and a transfer assembly,
the transfer assembly comprising a conveyor belt, a vacuum
manifold coupled to the die assembly, and an airflow gen-
erator, the conveyor belt including a plurality of holes and
being structured to receive and move a plurality of shells in
a plane with respect to the die assembly, the vacuum port
assembly comprising:
at least one port member including an inlet end and an
outlet end, the inlet end having a mounting portion, the
mounting portion being structured to removably couple
the at least one port member to the vacuum manifold,
the outlet end structured to be in fluid communication
with the airflow generator, in order that the at least one
port member establishes fluid communication between
the airflow generator and the vacuum manifold,

wherein the inlet end is structured to extend outwardly
from the vacuum manifold generally perpendicular
with respect to the plane of the conveyor belt; wherein
the vacuum manifold has a height; wherein the inlet
end has a first diameter; wherein the outlet end has a
second diameter; and wherein the first diameter is
substantially equal to or larger than the height of the
vacuum manifold.

11. The vacuum port assembly of claim 10 wherein the
first diameter is substantially the same as the second diam-
eter.

12. The vacuum port assembly of claim 10 wherein the
first diameter is between 0.5 inches and 2.5 inches.

13. The vacuum port assembly of claim 12 wherein the
first diameter is between 1.0 inches and 1.75 inches; and
wherein the second diameter is between 1.75 inches and 2.5
inches.

14. The vacuum port assembly of claim 10 wherein the
first diameter is larger than the height of the vacuum
manifold.



